. The Things They Carried Essay Due

You will write a 4 or 5 par"agmph essay using one of the prompts provided. Do your own work and
remember to document/cite any words or ideas that are not your own,

Requirements:

*» Introduction paragraph (inverted pyramid)

= Author and title of the novel are ﬁentioned in introduction paragraph
= Thesis is the Tast séntence in the introduction paragraph

e Two or three body paragraphsr | |

e You must use a Combinatidn'of direct quotes.and'paraphrasé

¢ All guotes must be actompanied'by an effective lead-in

«  Conclusion paragraph restates the thesis and recaps the main
ideas/arguments in the essay ;

*  You must use present tense

* You must follow all formal, academic writing rules (no 1st/2nd person, no
contractions, no “dead” words) ‘

* Type the essay prompts at the top of the page -

e {Jse M, L A. Format

Pr'omp‘i’s (choose one): : ) )
1. As shown in this novel, which is more effecﬂve in deaimg with psychoioglca] trauma, fact “truth”

or story "truth"? Limit your dxscussnon to the events in the text.

2. A!Though a war is be’rween nations, it is rea!ly foughf by md:wduals who stand to lose everything
in the pr‘ocess Discuss this, s.aTemen‘r as rIIusTmi‘ed by The hovel.

- 3. Who/what is truly fo blar_ne. for Kiowa's deaTh?
4 Compare/copTrasT Ma'r‘y,A'n_‘n_ Bell with Tim O'Brien, focusing on their Tr‘ans.formaﬂon during the
-war. oo . S - :

5. Choose three symbo s from The T/vm_gs They C'arr/ea’ WhaT do These items repr'esem“ and
how/why are they mTegm! to The novep ‘ ,



6. Explore the theme of change in The Things They Carried. Choose two characters to analyze and
discuss how/why one changes for the better and one changes for the worse.

7. Is Norman Bowker “murdered” by his memories or by posT war socnery') Support your' opinion with
examples from the text.

8. Is Jimmy Cross an effective or an meffecﬂve Ieader9 SelecT facts from the novel that prove
your position. '

9. Inyour opinion, which chccher possesses the heai’rhuesf aT‘rlfude toward the decﬁ'h and loss
experienced in the war? Use examples from the novel to JUSTIf\/ your chmce

Essay Rubric» .
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Content thesis/prompt S15/Prompt. OR some plot . significant plot 2
. - _ plot summary
o ‘ summary Summary .
Commentary is :
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